Homesitters!
In demand

ou won't hear Lisa

MeFariane tell tales of

ecasing overfed cats

through catflaps with a
spatula or encouraging a
particularly adventurous goat to
come down from the top of the
water tank, but that's because
maintaining the privacy of her
clients is “one of the most
important aspects of this
business™,

McFarlane, of Town &
Country Homesit Lid, has neatly
answered the question of how
your home and animals will
survive when vou're not there.

Undoubtedly one of the great
altractions of having a lifestyle
block is the feeling that you're
trading in the hustle and bustle of
city and suburban life and getting
away from it all. So far, so good.
Until of course it's you who
needs Lo get away.

Boarding a cat or dog is
reasonably simple. Boarding two
dogs, three cats, nine goldfish.
one llama, two goats and a pet
Lunb which has grown into an
assertive G0kg ball of Mufl can be
a little more problematic,

“Around 95 per cent of our
clients have pets that need
feeding, watering and company

sitters is 45 and they have
worked in various roles from
nursing to farming.

“All of them, of course, must
like and be familiar and
confident with animals, have an
enormaons amount of comnion
sense and be reliable and
responsible,” says McFarlane.
“Country sitters will generally
have rural backgrounds and able
to handle the day-to-day basics of
farm life.”

Based in Christchurch, Town
& Country Homesit services
Christchurch City and
suwrrounding aress.

“We specialise in city
properties and lifestyle blocks,”
says McFarlane, “but we can also
service larger farms if suitable
sitters are available.”

The length of an average
homesit ranges from one to six
weeks and Town & Country
Homesit will negotiate a total,
rather than daily, rate for
homesits at the longer end of the
scale.

McFarlane started the
business with her mother, Helen,
after returning from London,
where she spent five years in the
recruitment industry.
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